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Editorial 
Ar intervals the rules and regulations of libraries should be scrutinized. They are not in 
themselves sacrosanct as is the constitution of the Realm, but many exist which no longer 
have serviceable qualities. Nevertheless, so long as a rule remains in force it should be 
operative and its application be general and impartial amongst readers ; otherwise, favouritism 
and other ills will be charged against the library that makes variations. This being so, it is 
imperative that now and then revision should take place. There is to-day a great dislike of 
discipline, which leads to attacks on all rules, but a few rules are necessary in order that books 
may be made to give the fullest service, be preserved as far as that is compatible with real use, 
ane that equality of opportunity shall be given to all readers. What is wanted is not “ no 
tules at all,” but good ones so constructed that they adapt themselves to the needs of readers. 
Anachronisms such as: the rule that in lending libraries forbids the exchange of a book on * 
the day it is borrowed ; the illegal charge for vouchers ; insistence that readers shall return 
books for renewal; the rigid limiting of the number of readers’ tickets; or a procrustean 
period of loan for books irrespeétive of their character—here are some which have gone in 
many places and should go in all. Our point, however, is that rules should be altered by the 
authority, not that the application of rules should be altered by Staffs. The latter is some- 
times done, and trouble usually ensues. 

* * * * * * 


Our readers may have been amused by the suggestion of a correspondent in The Daily 
Telegraph that the Libraries Aéts should be to amended that every public library should be 
compelled to provide The Dictionary of National Biography, the complete Peerage, encyclopaedias, 
and certain other reference works to be chosen by the Principal Librarian of the 
British Museum, Bodley’s Librarian and others. We do not know oll the distinguished 
librarians indicated would view the idea of such a task being legally imposed upon them ; 
but we do see, as will all our readers, the completely ludicrous situation that would arise if 
books were named in an A& of Parliament. It took seventy years to amend the Libraries Ads 
adequately, and we can envisage libraries years hence still compelled to provide books that 
no one needs merely because their titles are embalmed in an A&. We can only assume that 
the correspondent has recently entered an ill-equipped branch library and expeéting to find 
expensive works which may have been in the central reference library has been disappointed. 

* * * * * * 

Presiding at that pleasant annual event, the School of Librarianship dinner, on December 
1st, the director, Mr. Cowley, was optimistic both about the last year of the school’s work 
and about its future. Fewer students had been enrolled purposely in order to relate numbers 
to the demand for college trained assistants, and these were more drastically examined 
before admission. Most of the students who had completed the work last year had succeeded 
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in gating posts. Such differences as existed between the Library Association and the School 
had been adjusted on workable lines. How the Students are employed may be judged from 
the posts reported in the Direétors’ Report, 1935-6: 44 students are reported upon for that 
year, and of these 15 went to county libraries, 13 to libraries of learned societies and univer- 
sities, 8 to urban public libraries, 6 to libraries of commercial houses and 2 to national libraries. 
So far as public libraries are concerned, the competition of the School seems so small that 
the most conservative need not worry about it. 
* * * * 

The results of the eleétion of the Library Association are very much as might have been 
foreseen by those who watch the activities of the Association. On the London ballot paper 
were the names of four men who are all held in high esteem, and the election of Messrs. Stewart 
and Jones is simply an emphasis of the fa&t that the members desire them to continue work 
they are already doing excellently well, and is no criticism of the two who are not elected. 
The country ballot sheet introduced new names in Messrs. A. T. Austing, E. Austin Hinton 
and J. F. Smith, so far as the Council is concerned. Mr. Hinton has displaced the veteran, 
Mr. H. D. Roberts, whose position in the voting list is evidence of the shortness of human 
memories. Mr. Roberts has retired from the librarianship of Brighton, and that may account 
for his displacement. There is also the passage of time. The present generation does not 
remember that Mr. Roberts was a founder of the Library Association educational system, the 
first and a most efficient honorary secretary of the Education Committee, and the only librarian 
who is an honorary fellow both of the Library Association and of the Association of Assistant 
librarians. 

Mr. Roberts, as is well known, takes all the decisions of his colleagues with loyal cheer- 
fulness, but, so far as THE Lrsrary Wor p is concerned, we cannot mention his retirement 
. without another word of thanks for his long and influential services. 

* * * * * * 

Not a few librarians tell us that they are perturbed by the large claims now being made 
by children’s librarians, and the alleged lack of vision which accompanies them. In’ almost 
every paper published upon the subjeé, it is said, there is insistence upon the need to attra& 
and to retain children, and the necessity for this is not denied ; but what gives alarm is the 
carelessness with which the children’s librarian prefers the easy course of pandering to the 

rest tastes, and the avoidance of the books which experience has proved to be good ones. 
The light-hearted dismissal of the older, better writers by the young women who now dire& 
children’s reading is, the critics continue, carrying us far from the aims of those who gave 
the libraries to the children in the first place. It is the business of the librarian to get good 
books read, by adults and children alike. Further, these young women lack the experience, 
and it may be the culture, which would justify the great responsibility some of them carry. 
We give the indi&tment exaétly as it has been given to us. What is the reply ? 

* * * * * * 

The London press has again been publishing letters and notes upon the dirty books, 
from the physical point of view, still to be found as a matter of course in the public libraries. 
It is a little disheartening to read such comments, in face of the stand this and all other organs 
of library opinion have for years been making on behalf of fresh and pleasant books. Of 
course, what is and what is not a dirty book may receive different answers in various places ; 
but it is obvious that if the librarian himself would not care to read any volume in bed, then 
that volume is too bad for public circulation. And there is a new fact that in these days needs 
emphasis ; the stock of the ordinary library is too large, and full shelves may preqed 
seleétion and poorer condition rather than book-wealth. No library should keep the unclean, 
the effete and the unwanted, although the word “ unneeded ” would be better. Can we not 


have yet another campaign in this vital matter ? 
* * - * * * * 


We repeat to our readers everywhere our best wishes for Christmas. 
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Rules and Regulations: Stray Thoughts on Policy 
By W. G. Fry (Deputy Chief Librarian, Manchester Public Libearies). 


A LIBRARIAN who held an important position in one of our big cities used to say: “ Why 
have rules and regulations if you cannot break them?” There are a number of rules and 
regulations to which this query might apply. For example, it is necessary in some places 
to have a rule designed to ensure that visitors to the Newspaper Rooms shal] read there only 
the material that is provided by the Libraries Committee ; the purpose being to eliminate the 
reading of sporting newspapers giving the mid-day betting news and tips, with their contingent 
nuisances—gossip relative to the form of certain racing horses and the passing of betting 
slips. But no intelligent librarian or assistant would apply this rule to a reader of his own 
copy of, say, The Times or The Manchester Guardian. Such rules are not applied stri@ly and 
are outside the scope of this brief article. Some of the rules and regulations that must be 
enforced consistently are the real subjeé. 


There are, as everybody knows, schools in which the child is allowed to “ develop ” 
in an atmosphere of complete freedom. If a child is not in the mood for lessons it amuses 
itself in some other way. Discipline is absent. This “ atmosphere of freedom ” is just what 
a small proportion of our borrowers think is good for them: freedom to pay their rates and 
gas, water, and eleétricity bills when they feel so inclined. As far as libraries are concerned 
these people must either be disciplined or debarred from using them. When dealing with 
book circulation the librarian should always bear in mind two slogans: “ Equality of 
opportunity” and “The greatest good for the greatest number.” If a minority of thought- 
less and selfish readers is allowed to retain without penalty books requited by other readers, 
those who are more conscientious suffer and the reputation of the library is damaged. 


Although you may have many copies of popular titles you cannot overload your shelves 
with these, and you cannot keep faith with your readers if they will not keep faith with each 
other. A fine of one penny autboapes is not a sufficient deterrent to those selfish readers 
who wish to monopolise such ks as Lawrence’s Seven Pillars of Wisdom. In one library 
system, at least, great satisfaction has resulted from the imposition of a fine of one penny 
per day for certain seleted popular titles. The lending librarians are allowed to sele& for 
themselves the titles to which this rule is to apply during their run of popularity. A special 
label is tipped over the usual date label indicating the penalty for detention and stating the 
reason for its comparative severity. It has rather “‘ scotched ” the reader who was content 
to pay the fine of one penny per week for such books the while he charged his clientele six- 
pence per week ! 


Borrowers should never be allowed to escape the payment of fines, unless there is a 
good excuse, such as infeétious disease in the home. Various methods of recording fines 
owing will be familiar to all lending librarians and assistants, but probably the most useful 
is to keep the record with the cards for the book which the reader is borrowing. It is possible 
for a perfe&tly conscientious borrower to come out without money and he should be given 
the opportunity to pay next time. If the amount of the fine is not forthcoming on the 
borrower’s next visit his cards should be stopped until he has discharged his liabilities. School 
children might have the option of either paying the fine or of having their cards suspended 
for a period corresponding to the number of days the books are overdue. There should always 
be a penalty for breaking the rules, even with children, unless there are extenuating circum- 
Stances. 


A union list of defaulters is a comparatively simple matter. Each lending librarian in 
the system notifies his colleagues of bad cases on sin. by 3in. cards. These are filed with 
the borrowers’ vouchers and prevent defaulters from going from one library to another to 
borrow, as the card for a defaulter is seen as soon as the new application form is inserted in 
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the alphabetical sequence. Incidentally, this record is frequently useful in tracing defaulters 
who change their addresses without notifying their librarians. 

When the then President of the American Library Association was in England last year 
he was specially interested in the important question of irrecoverable books. He was sur- 
prised at the relatively low figures of these in this country compared with the large 
number lost from American libraries (although we in England think ours are much too high) 
and we both came to the conclusion that the cause was the greater freedom of the American 
borrower. 

Where it is possible legal proceedings should be taken against defaulters who ignore 
all requests for the return of books or who take no notice of demands for the cost of replace- 
ment of lost or damaged books. A printed slip giving particulars of fines and costs imposed 
by the magistrates in the last police court cases might be enclosed with all final notices. And, 
by the way, the cost should be assessed on the cost of replacement and not the value of the 
actual copy lost. If the final notices fail to bring satisfaétion the Town Clerk should be given 
all particulars and be requested to take proceedings against the delinquent. 

A system of libraries is a co-operative institution. Each citizen pays a library rate and 
expects to have equal treatment with his neighbour. The normal citizen, although sometimes 
forgetful, generally “ plays the game ” and he is rather pleased than otherwise to know that 
offenders are penalised. The logical extension of the “ no fines” policy is to take off their 
jobs all types of inspeétors and to make them leéturers in ethics or something equally 
unpractical. If we are going to tell our borrowers not to bother about the other reader we 
might just as well give up our present charging methods altogether. 

So far, only the question of enforcing lending library rules and regulations has been 
dealt with, but the same policy should apply to guarantors and to the other library 
departments. Proceedings should be instituted for all persons caught thieving or 
mutilating. In some places where this has been done fines up to £2 and imprisonment up 
to a month have been imposed. 

It is the duty of every librarian to safeguard his stock of books and periodicals and to 
prevent, if possible, theft, mutilation and undue detention of books. Any person who 
opposes him in this should be made to realise that the penalty will be severe enough to make 
him consider it an unwise thing to do. 


Compromise and Dignity 
By W. A. Munrorp (Borough Librarian, Dover Public Library). 


No smoking permitted before 6 p.m. Smoking by youths under 18 is strictly prohibited. 


The public library of a little town in the west of England displays this notice in its 
newsroom. It is an unusual warning ; | doubt if it appears elsewhere in anything resembling 
this form. It is interesting because it illustrates, in an effe&tive manner, that quest for dignity 
which is constantly followed out by the local government department and which is equally 
constantly impeded by compromise, which insists on intruding itself. Since all things are 
relative and truth itself is never absolute, dignity is invariably fighting a battle which is never 
won, never lost and never drawn—a universal Battle of Jutland. There is no rule without 
an exception and few occasions on which compromise has no part to play. “ No smoking” 
may be undesirable but it has a certain austere dignity. “ No smoking before 6 p.m.” seems 
slightly ridiculous. The full notice makes us gasp. 

It all men were hermits (which God forbid !) and each occupied his narrow cell or cave, 
compromise might be superfluous. Since man is a social animal, compromise is indispensable. 
It even occurs, cocking a snook, in the totalitarian state. Heil Hitler! is apt to become 
Hi Hitler! Democratic government must be based upon compromise and, in a country 
which is still as individualist and freedom loving as our own, it is of supreme importance. 
The chief librarian who plans out the present and future of his library without consulting 
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his staff may preserve his dignity for a time but, sooner or later, some incident which calls 
for humiliating compromise will make him wish that he had begun with compromise. 
The practical administration of a library, so far as public relations are concerned, depends 
mainly upon two things: the continuance of normal social behaviour on the part of the 
: public and the velvet glove enforcement, by the librarian, of a code of rules and regulations. 
The wise librarian will not flaunt his code in the face of the public . . . The Manchester 
handbook for readers has the following: “Although the libraries committee have powers 
by which aétion can be taken against any readers who misuse the privileges of the 


: library service, they are not anxious to set them out in detail here. It will be obvious, for 
. example, that . . .” This is an eminent example of a thoroughly sane and civilized ap 
1 for public co-operation. It is a compromise, but, being intended as such, it is also dignified. 
, How different to the many libraries which display the whole gamut of prohibitions, in black 
: on white, between the entrance doors and the various departments. Here there is no inten- 
n tional compromise and no dignity. 

If a code of rules and regulations prohibits talking of any kind, rather than loud con- 
4 versation, and this is enforced with any measure of severity, any junior assistant knows that 
P it is doomed to failure. If it does not fail, then the library will. Although the librarian may 
: deplore the multitude of rules and regulations known to exist, he appreciates the necessity 
. of them. Compromise bids him make his code and put it away carefully in his desk, only 
y bringing it out in time of need. 
e 


Small municipal libraries, reasonably enough, deplores “ Do not spit” and suggests 
“The Medical Officer of Health states that spitting is dangerous both to the offender and 
to others.” More refined, undoubtedly, but is it more dignified ? How much better to 
compromise by displaying no notice which reminds decent people of a foul habit and by 
instructing the attendants to reprimand and eject anyone guilty of an offence. No normal 
P individual needs to be warned, the offender will respect the library far more for ejeéting him 
than he would respeé a mock genteel notice which he ignores and which repels everyone else. 


n I began a new library service determined that my building should not be disfigured by 

- the uncivilized prohibitions which are universal in local government. I hoped that members 

7 of the public would co-operate sufficiently to render these notices unnecessary. While most 
of them did, I found little enthusiasm among local representatives of the omnipresent 
tribe which spends its leisure in ensuring that others shall not do what they never intended 
to do—a sort of Week Day Observance Society. There were also, it must be admitted, 
certain individuals who assumed that no displayed notice implied no rule. The final 
compromise adopted was a simple coloured poster in the entrance hall, calling attention to 
the facilities offered by the library and requesting 

1. No smoking. 

ts 2. No loud conversation. 

ig 3. Special care of books in wet weather. 

ty The notice is not inartistic and serves its purpose. 

ly Compromise is very closely bound up with the sense of humour, without which no 

re librarian could retain his sanity during the long years of his professional career. If the 

er librarian is unable to see the ridiculous in committee manceuvres, obstruction and preening, 

ut petty Staff quarrels and public complaints of infinite variety, then he is doomed to a life of 

J misery and unnecessary suffering, mercifully ended by a pauper’s grave. Associated with 

ns the sensible use of humour is the personal dignity which needs to accompany the librarian 


in his local aétivities. Even some portion of the dignity of learning is not out of place, 
e, provided that it is supplemented by wide-awakeness. But dignity plus laughter implies 
le compromise and without compromise there can be no sustained dignity. 
ne These may seem small points, but much of the success of a library depends upon the 
ry interpretation of small points, the elimination of small grievances and the giving of small, 
e satisfactions. If “ detail is vulgar,” as asserted the immortal Oscar, then a little healthy 
ag vulgarity is not entirely out of place in the public library. 
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Byelaws and Regulations 
By R. L. W. Coxutson, F.L.A. 
(Deputy Borough Librarian, Colchester Public Library). 


“ | PROMISE to observe the Rules and Regulations of the Public Library Committee,”—these, 
or similar words appear on the application form which each new borrower signs, and he, 
being trained to sign on the dotted line without reading the text above, signs without know- 
ing—or caring—what these Rules and Regulations may be. The fault is that of the librarian 
and his committee—very few people in this age are willing to read through the thirty or 
more items, printed in small type on a very large sheet of paper, which the authority thinks 
necessary for the efficient conduét of its library. 

In order to prevent the abuse of the library by the public, and of the public by the staff, 
and in order to safeguard the administration of the library, it is necessary to have a set of 
byelaws and a set of regulations which must be observed by both staff and public. The 
byelaws, which must be approved by the Board of Education, and which must approximate 
to the Model Byelaws printed in the Library Association Yearbook, are supported by law 
and sufficiently cover those offences which are most liable to occur in public libraries. It is 
not necessary, nor is it desirable therefore, that any of these byelaws should be reprinted in 
the Rules and Regulations, and the omission of such items considerably reduces the number 
of Rules to be made. 

At the same time, through a variety of causes, some Rules which were important enough 
formerly, are no longer of weight—as an instance of this may be taken the first two rules which 
appeared at the head of most public libraries’ schedules stating : 

1. The Liberton Public Library is a society established for purposes of literature 
and science exclusively. 
2. The library is supported in part by a rate levied in accordance with the Public 
Libraries A& and in part by annual voluntary contributions of money and gifts 
of books and periodicals. The library committee shall not make any dividend, 
gift, division, or bonus in money unto or between any of the members. 
These two rules were inserted in order to qualify the public library for registration as a Friendly 
Society and thus to escape the payment of local rates—a matter of especial importance when 
the penny rate limitation was in force—and are useless since public libraries are liable to 
assessment for rates, and since no public library can now be registered as a Friendly Society. 

The Rules and Regulations are thus reduced to the sixteen items which form the Draft 
Code of the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library Association, which was 
printed in the Library Association Record for — 1928. From these it will be seen 
that certain rules are essential and not to be discarded without detriment to the library service. 
In brief, these essential items are as follows :— 

1. Definition of the terms employed in the wording of the rules. 
2. Recognition of the responsibility of the librarian in the administration of the 
library. 
3. The hours of opening and closing the library and its separate departments. 
4. Qualifications necessary for membership of the library—including that of 
non-residents. 
5. Necessity of signing an application form and consequent observance of the 
Rules and Regulations. 
6. Time allowed for reading books, and regulations regarding renewal of books 
and fines for detention. 
. Liability for damage to library books while in the borrower’s possession. 
. Method of disposal of library books which have been in contaé with infeétious 
disease. 


us 
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Here, then, are eight basic rules to which can be added any or all of the following :— 

1. Restriétion of the number of books to be borrowed at any one time, and methods 

of obtaining more than this amount. 

2. Restriction of admittance to registered borrowers. 

3. Availability of books by reservation. 

4. Qualifications necessary for use of Reference, Junior and Reading Departments 

—should they differ from (4) above. 

It will be seen that these Rules, twelve at the most, are ample for the protection both of 
the borrower and of the library, when backed by the seventeen items of the Model Byelaws. 
At the same time the Rules are few enough to be reproduced on the book-plate in each book, 
and are of an informative character so that they may easily be incorporated in an attraétively- 
written paragraph which would itself be an introduction to the services of the library. 

Many items have crept into individual codes which are details of routine, unnecessary 
restrictions or merely redundant. If the Rules of the library are to be read, as they should 
be, by every borrower, they must be pruned of everything except essentials, and yet must 
contain the information which borrowers may desire. To abolish either Rules and Regula- 
tions or Byelaws would be foolish: to simplify them may increase the use of every facility, 
widen the membership of the library, and will at least ensure their being read. 

Bibliography : 
Brown, J. D.—Manual of Library Economy. 5th ed., January 1$t, 1937. (pp. 354-373. 
Rules and Regulations). 
Hewitt, A. R.—A Summary of Public Library Law. 1932. (pp. 31-33. Byelaws and 
Regulations). 
Library Association.—Library Association Record. September, 1928. (pp. 206-208. 
Public Library Rules). 

Library Association.—Library Association Yearbook. 1936. (pp. 250-251. Model Bye- 

Laws Approved by the Board of Education). 


A Short Comparison between English and Dutch Library Work 
with Children 
By Pxuytuis T. M. Corserr (Paddington Public Libraries). 
Tue differences between English and Dutch library work with children are easier to see 
than the similarities, although undoubtedly we both have the same aims in view. 

There is a difference in spirit as well as in technique. The atmosphere of a Dutch library 
seemed to me to be much more dida¢tic and frankly educational than ours. There is one 
notable exception to this, but the librarian in the case had her training in the United States. 
This atmosphere is the more easily attained since in the lending libraries there is no open 
access, which must necessarily make it easier to censor each child’s choice of books. 

Most Dutch libraries have two rooms for children, a lending library and a reading room ; 
or, if the same room serves both purposes, it is used for them at different times. 

The reading room is the more popular owing to its lack of restri€tions. The use of 
this room is free, there is no filling up of forms to be done and access to the books 
is unrestricted. All the children’s reading rooms that I saw in Holland were very pleasant. 
Furnished in varying styles they all had a comfortable and home-like quality sometimes 
completely lacking in the most recent examples of the library architeé’s art. 

The books in these rooms are, for the most part, arranged according to the ages of the 
children for whom they are considered suitable. In at least one library, the librarian looked 
at each child’s choice from the shelves and the book went back if she did not consider it to 
be suitable. It says a great deal for the personality of the librarians that the children appear 
quite happy and satisfied under this constant supervision. 1 cannot help feeling that there 
must be a great difference in temperament between English and Dutch children. My 
experience is that any suggestions as to the suitability or otherwise of certain books must 
be done most taétfully. 
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The use of the lending library is not free to children. The amount and the 
method of payment varies but a small sum must be paid in each case. This, of course, 
tends to restriét the number of children who come to the library. The Dutch librarians do 
not have to face our problem of a room crowded with children, some of whom are reading 
while the others choose their books, both sections probably making several requests at the 
same time. Many librarians assured me that it would not be possible to have a lending 
library for children without payment. We sometimes grumble at parsimonious committees 
but we are, on the whole, far better off than the Dutch. Even the hours of opening there 
are restricted by the cost of lighting and heating. Most of the libraries modify the lack of 
access to the books themselves by displaying a selection on the counter from which a choice 
can be made. 

Dutch librarians seem a little nervous of open access. Their constant question was, 
“ Don’t you lose a great many books?” Also “ Don’t the books get very untidy?” To 
their orderly minds, | have no doubt the chaos in some children’s rooms after a busy evening 
would be really dreadful. 1 worked for several periods in a'children’s reading room at the 
Hague and although the children took down and put away their own books, at the end of a 
session the shelves were in as strict order as at the beginning. This is the place to note also 
that Dutch children in my opinion keep their books far cleaner than their English contemporaries. 

With no open access, catalogues necessarily become an important part of the library’s 
pr or nay and even the children’s room has what appears, to the English eye, a multiplicity 
of them. The most used one has the titles divided into those suitable for boys and girls 
respectively, within that into age-groups and within that division an alphabetical arrangement. 

With regard to the books themselves we could take a lesson from the Dutch in the 
produétion of the average book in a bright and attractive format. In the essentials of binding, 
our books are as good if not better than theirs and our illustrated editions are noted in Holland. 
But we all know the comparative issue-values of a book in a bright pictorial cover and one 
in a plain binding of subdued colour. Who will deny that Ransome’s Swallows and Amazons 
would be issued at least twice as much if the cover were in bright colours with a picture 
of the children in their boat on it. In Holland I did not see a single child’s book in a plain 
binding, even a brightly coloured one. It will be realised, therefore, that shelves of books 
in their publisher’s covers present a very gay appearance. When we turn to the rebound 
books, however, there is a different tale to tell. Most of the libraries in Holland have their 
own binderies and the books are rebound in uniform and generally black bindings. One 
library had all the children’s books rebound in scarlet, but even scarlet palls when there is 
nothing else. Of course, in a library where there is no open-access the appearance of the 
books is not such an important factor as it is here. 

Nevertheless there are the reading rooms to be considered and even in the rye 
library there seems to be something missing when (in their Dutch equivalents) Smiles’ Se/f 
Help looks exaétly the same as the Corpse with the sun-burned face. 1 took with me some 
samples of our facsimile bindings as well as plain ones, which were received with great 
interest and admiration. 

A noticeable feature of the books in a Dutch children’s library is the number of transla- 
tions from the English and American. In fact our “ nursery favourites ” hold the same position 
over there. One day I asked some Dutch librarians to give me the titles of their books which 
correspond to our A/ice and Treasure Island. Without exception every book they mentioned 
was an English or American one. Winnie the Pooh, Ameliaranne, Milly-Molly-Mandy, etc., 
are all to be met over there looking strangely familiar with their English illustrations sur- 
rounded with Dutch text, like the snapshot of dear Aunt Jane in the Tuileries gardens. 

On the whole I do not think there are so many good non-fiction books for children in 
Dutch as in English. There does not seem, for instance, to be anything approximating to 
Nelson’s “ Discovery” series. An encyclopaedia War is dat? which corresponds to out 
Children’s Encyclopaedia is being published now. The parts come out reluétantly at 
periods. 

there is very little co-operation with schools. This is not due to the librarians but to 
the teachers themselves. They do not seem to have any idea of the mutual benefits to be 
derived from co-operation between the library and the school. 
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THE USE OF REFERENCE MATERIAL 


AN INTRODUCTORY MANUAL FOR LIBRARIANSHIP STUDENTS 
AND ASSISTANTS. 


By J. D. Cowtey, M.A., F.L.A. (Direétor, University of London School of 
Librarianship, University College). Crown 8vo. Cloth. 7s. 6d. net. 


Scope of the Work. 

Two factors in present-day conditions have contributed to the need for 
increased Study of reference work. One is the growing interest of the public 
generally in questions of international politics, finance and trade and in economic 
questions of all kinds, involving the need for information on current affairs. The 
other is the widening of the material basis of reference work, to include, under 
the term “ documentation,” every kind of material which can be used for the 
distribution of knowledge. Hence renewed attempts are being made to equip 
the reference assistance for an understanding of the means at his disposal as an 
aid to research. The Library Association has instituted an examination concerned 
with the contents of books, as distin& from the technique of preparation, storage 
and distribution, and Messrs. L. R. and E. R. McColvin have written a text-book 
covering the syllabus of this examination. Two years ago reference work was 
added as a subject to the course of training at the School of Librarianship, and 
this book is the outcome of a study of the need for a textbook explaining the 
Structural basis of the principal kinds of reference material and illustrating the 
methods by which they should be examined and compared. Special attention 
is given to the description of foreign books. While intended in the first place 
for School students, it is hoped that the book may be useful also to assistants in 
university and public libraries. 

Contents. 
I. Enquiries. Understanding VI. Direétories. 
t of s , 
he Routine of earch fOr Maps, aay, gazetteer 
books. The commonplace book. VIII. Serials :— 
1. Periodicals and their indexes. 
. Newspapers, Clippings, etc. 
. Published Information Services. 


. Dié&ionaries—English, French, German, 
Italian, Spanish, Greek, Latin. 


2 
. Encyclopaedias—English, American, 4. Government Publications. 
5 


French, German, Italian, Spanish. . Other Official Publications. 
’. Bibliographies. 6. Learned Societies. 


. Yearbooks. IX. Conclusion. Presenting the Information. 


THE WORLD’S GREAT LIBRARIES» 


Surveyed by ARUNDELL ESDAILE, of the British Museum. 


Vol. I. National Libraries of the World: Their History, Administration 
and Public Services. By Arundell Esdaile, M.A., F.S.A., F..LA. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth. Illustrated. 1934. 215. net. 

Vol. Il. Famous Libraries of the World: Their History, Colleétions and 
Administration. By Margaret Burton, M.A., F.L.A., under the 
direGtion of and with an Introduétion by Arundell Esdaile. 
Demy 8vo. Cloth. Illustrated. 1937. 21s. net. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell St., LONDON, W.C.1 
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In spite of lack of money and the hampering methods employed there the Dutch 
librarians do very good work and I am filled with admiration for the relations between 
borrowers and librarians. 


Regional Library Systems. 


The minds of those who are aétively concerned with the regional library systems which 
now cover the whole country are much exercised as to their financial future. It is good to 
receive a grant from a benevolent Trust and to spend it over three years on the produétion 
of a catalogue of all the non-fiction books in a particular area; but the Carnegie Trust is 
not an institution which can go on providing funds for the maintenance of any activity of 
this kind ; its funétion is to initiate work which it thinks will be socially productive. The 
subscriptions now received from libraries are not likely to be sufficient to maintain the systems 
in any really effective way. A library bureau if it is to do its work adequately must be properly 
Staffed ; that is to say, the person in charge of it must be a qualified librarian or bibliographer 
at least. Such a person should command such a salary as would be given to a competent 
reference librarian. As to accommodation, even if this is provided freely by some large 
library, there must necessarily be expenses of some sort or other. Further, it is doubtful, 
when such a bureau is functioning fully, if one person alone can do the work required. The 
— is complicated by the fact that the National Central Library, which after all is the 

eystone of the regional library system, is itself in grave need of funds; indeed, has been 
ordered by the Treasury to colleét at least {2,000 per annum from the libraries it supplies. 
The regional systems have to some extent contributed to the National Central Library, but 
will be hard put to it to do so when Carnegie grants end. Thus stated, the problems eems 
to be a rather serious one, but some good-will and a not too great financial sacrifice should 
solve the problem. What is the worth of the National Central library and its regional systems 
to the average public library ? The question has been asked and we think that the answer 
is that it is an insurance against the day when the public library would inevitably have to say 
to some of its readers, “‘ We are unable to get the books you want.” Such an insurance is 
worth more than any library at the present moment contributes to this work of co-operation. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear LEONIDAS, 

The editorial wight suggests to me that | discuss the policy of “ Rules and Regulations 
for Readers, and their Enforcement.” This instantly tempts me to tell you of a little experi- 
ment I have been trying recently. Briefly it may be described as 

Any Book on Any TICKET. 

For years we had solemnly insisted that while the ordinary borrower’s ticket could be used 
to obtain the loan of either fiction or non-fiction, we had clung like limpets to our rule that 
non-fiction, or student tickets, were to be used only for non-fictional works, and that our 
special music ticket should only be accepted in return for either scores or works of musical 
theory. On a given day up went a very brave little card, “Any Book on Any Ticket: Ask 
about the Scheme.” Seventy-three borrowers in the hundred asked, and were told that 
they might cheerfully take out a novel on a Student ticket, or a music ticket, or vice-versa. 
We had expected some rank abuse of this cutting away of a Stout red tape, and I admit, my 
Leonidas, that I quite expected the first monthly return of statistics of books issued to show 
an almost solid issue of novels. On the contrary ! 

Maybe our borrowers were so charmed with the knowledge that they could please 
themselves that they sent the non-fiction issues soaring. Many have spoken and written 
their fervent appreciation of release from the contretemps of presenting the wrong sort of 
ticket. Now xo yay you try it and see what happens in your own library? I would be 
greatly interested in the result. 
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I would like to know, too, if you are still saying blandly : 
“A PENNY FOR THE TICKET, PLEASE, MADAM.” 
In other words, are you still making a charge for a membership ticket? Stri&ly speaking, 
it is against the letter of the law. I remember that some three or four years ago I mentioned 
the matter to my Committee, who promptly said, ‘‘ Well, how much money should we lose 
if we abandoned this charge?” I told them, and it was decided to let things slide until 
someone raised a real howl. Well, someone did! None other than a new member of my 
Committee read up his Library Law and solemnly refused the demanded copper. 

I asked the Lrprary AssOCIATION 
for some information, and I hope I shall not be doing wrong if I quote you the statistics 
with which the genial secretary promptly furnished me. 

In Libraries in Great Britain and Northern Ireland, last year, the returns showed that 
108 authorities, or 20 per cent. of the full total, imposed a charge for membership. 

During the past three months the Information Bureau had received three enquiries on 
the subjeét, and within that period one of the authorities concerned had abolished the charge. 

Think on, friend Leonidas, only 20 per cent. of our Public Libraries still ask for their 
penny per ticket (or twopence as the case may be). I am of the opinion that the sooner we 
reach 100 per cent. and in no library is any borrower asked to pay this trifling pin-prick of 
a levy, the better for all concerned. 

I can think of so many varying points in practice. Of Libraries which will not let their 
readers New NoveEts, 
and of Libraries which let their members reserve whatever they choose to pay for. Of 
Libraries which ask 2d. for the facility ; of Libraries which ask 1d., and of Libraries that do 
the job for nothing. I can remember authorities which ask their readers who obtain works 
of special kinds, either from their Regional Bureau or from the National Central Library, 
to pay the cost of postage both ways. Personally, Leonidas, I think they are very naughty 
authorities, in asking their ratepayer members to pay twice over, on account of gaps in their 
own book stock. _ 

And now to change the subje&. Of course, you get a lot of requests to speak on the 
work of the Library at the meetings of societies of your neighbourhood, and I have no doubt 
that—unless you have greatly altered in your disposition, you have still got that imposing 
bundle of foolscap which comprises your stock le€ture—How We Elevate You. I suppose 
every Librarian gets the same request and if he does the job properly he can work untold 
good. To help myself to become more interesting, I got a set of photographs taken. These 
covered every aspect of our work, starting with the Committee assembled in solemn conclave 
round the board, complete with many papers, pens and inkwells, and running on through 
various departments. Then I got slides made, and for my next “ show ” I had our lantern 
taken up and we ran the slides through. You would have been astounded at the comment 
these forty or fifty pi€tures raised. From comments such as 


“T Drpn’t Know So-anp-So was on Your ComMMITTEE!” 
to “I'd never been in the Library in my life. I’d no idea you did so much, and that the 
Library was composed of so many cheerful-looking rooms.” I wouldn’t part with those slides. 

We take them to schools, to societies, and now and again we set them up in an illuminated 
frame. They have been well worth their cost. 

Well, Leonidas, time runs on apace. Beyond commenting upon the faé that there 
have been precious few chief-ships in the market lately, and that I saw in the 
Lrprary AsSISTANT a most interesting piece by F. E. Cronshaw on the need for uniformity 
in classifying additions as listed in library bulletins, there is little more to say, except to wish 
you well, to extend the most cordial greetings for Christmas, and to hope that you will indulge 
in a reply. Vale ! Hypra. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of “ LetrERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, Tue Lisrary Wor.p.] 


h 
is a 
1s 
ly 
er 
nt 
ze 
1e 
n 
S. 
it 
id 
1S 
is 
n. 
d 
ir 
al 
k 
it 
a. 
y 
n 
of 


116 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


Personal News 


Mr. Miles Shepherd, Chief Assistant, 
Huddersfield Public Library, to be Deputy 
Librarian, Public Library, Middlesbrough. 


The Library Association Council 
Annual Election, 1937 
As Lonpon CouncrLiors. 


J.D. Stewart .. +> 
Gurner P. Jones os 
Not Elected 

J.D. Cowley... 
E. Sydney os 


As Country CouNCILLors. 


J. P. Lamb we .. 1058 
J. Revie 929 
Hi. Pare .. .. 864 
Miss E. Gerard .. .. 826 
E, Austin Hinton 7 
Not Elected 

J. F. Smith oa 
A. T. Austing .. .. 602 
H. D. Roberts .. 


Library Topics 
The Editor of Tue Lrsrary would be glad if 
Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 
relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns. 
Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 
first of each month. 
BRIGHTON.—An exhibition of modern 
pictures was held in the Public Art Galleries 
during the months of Oéober-December. 


Over 250 works were on show. 


BRISTOL.—A special Book of the Week 
display in the Reference Library has proved 
a great attraction. 


CAMBRIDGE.—In the Record and Booklist 
for O&ober are interesting articles on “ Tudor 
Music,” by Edward J. Dent, and “ Charles 
Simeon: a Centenary,” by Councillor W. H. 
Swift. 

CHESTERFIELD.—A pleasingly produced 
list of additions is to hand. 


COVENTRY.—In the Coventry enn. 
for November-December is a note on “ Trade 
Publications,” 


CROYDON.—A reading list of books on 
“Spain: Yesterday, To-day, etc.?” is well 
produced and includes many of the important 
works available. 

DARLINGTON.—Additions to the local 
collection form a useful section in the O&ober 
issue of the Record and Book List. 

DERBY.—From the Public Libraries come 
two of the most useful and well produced lists 
that we have seen for some time. They are 
on “ Engineering” and “ Economics.” 

FULHAM.—During September an exhibi- 
tion was held, at the Central Library, of maps, 
plans and photographs, etc., to show “‘ Chang- 
ing Fulham”—the new buildings, arterial 
road, slum clearance schemes, etc. An attrac- 
tive leaflet, Introducing Fulham Public Libraries, 
has just been issued. 

GATESHEAD.— The Gateshead Library Record 
shows an excellent list of additions to the libraries 

HENDON.—Under the apposite title, Bread 
and Butter, Hendon Public Libraries have 
issued a selected list of books on careers. 

HORNSEY.—In the quarterly booklist a 
list of ‘‘ Fifty Modern Plays ” is given. 

IPSWICH.—On September 16th, the new 
Gainsborough branch library of the Ipswich 
System was opened by the President of the 
Library Association (Mr. Ernest A. Savage, 
F.L.A.), supported by the Mayor and Mayoress, 
and representatives of numerous municipal 
and county library systems in East Anglia. 
The building is L shaped, with entrance at the 
corner. A spacious hall leads into the library 
which consists of one large room, one arm of 
the L being the Lending Department and the 
other arm containing the Junior Library, staff 
accommodation, etc. The size of the lending 
library is approximately soft. by 30ft., and the 
junior library goft. by 30ft. 

LIVERPOOL.—An exhibition of appro- 
priate books, maps and prints was arranged 
in the Picton Reading Room and the Hornby 
Art Library on the occasion of a visit to the 
Reference Library of the Associated Learned 
Societies of Liverpool and Distriét, on Novem- 
ber 13th, 1936. The exhibits, which ranged 
from incunabula to present-day produétions, 
embraced Art, Archxology, Biology, Carto- 
graphy, Bibliography and Literature. The 
Art section included Les Dessins de Degas; 
Cézanne et ses ancétres (Marées Société); 


Je 
14 
xX 
M 
an 
an 
Ce 
Hi 
be 
hi: 
Li 
to 
Ar 
the 
bit 
the 
Cr 
Pa; 
we 
clu 
me 


on 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 117 


Diirer’s Drawings in colour, line and wash, 
and the recently published volume of his wood- 
cuts; the magnificent volume on architeéture, 
the American Vitruvius. Among the works 
on Dramatic Art and Costume were Léon 
Moussinac’s fine work, New Movement in 
the Theatre; Bakst’s Inedited works; Car- 
dilanne’s and Giafferri’s works on costume ; 
and the Monumenta Scenica. In an attra¢tive 
display of works on Natural History, the place 
of honour was accorded to Audubon’s massive 
volumes on American birds. Other out- 
Sanding items were a volume of Gould’s 
Birds, and Dent’s Moths and Butterflies—an 
American work illustrated with the actual 
scales of inse&’s wings. The Cartographical 
seétion included some of the rare “ English 
Sanson” maps; a selection of the Saxton 

roduétions ; Drayton’s Polyolbion, 1613 ; 
Blaeu’s Atlas, 1663; Pitt’s English Atlas, 
1680; Andrews’ Historical Atlas of England, 
1797; and several original items by Cary, 
Hollar, Morden, Speed. Incidentally, Mr. 
Chubb in his Bibliography, records only one 
copy of the Andrews Atlas known to him— 
that in the Advocates’ Library (Scottish 
National Library). Books illustrating the 
progress of printing and book illustration 
included St. Jerome’s Epistles, 1470; Vita 
Jesu Christi, 1474; Nuremberg Chronicle, 
1493; Thucydides: Historia, 1502 (Louis 
XVIII.’s copy); La Hypnerotomachia, 1545. 
More modern specimens included the Chaucer 
and other works from the Kelmscott Press ; 
and examples from the Merrymount, Golden 
Cockerel, Nonesuch and Gregynog Presses. 
History, Archeology, and Shipping were all 
accorded space, representative items of each 
being placed on view; and from the local 
history department were contributed a set of 
water-colour drawings of local views, and 
Liverpool and Lancashire maps from the 16th 
to the 18th century. Exhibits in the Hornby 
Art Library, seleéted to indicate the scope of 
the Library, included first editions, art book- 
bindings, autograph letters and prints. Among 
the first editions were copies of Robinson 
Crusoe, The Faerie Queene, Tom Jones and 
Paradise Lost. Examples of grangerized 
works were also displayed. The prints in- 
cluded line engravings by Nanteuil and Diirer ; 
mezzotints by Blooteling, Green, Earlom and 
Murphy; coloured stipples by Bartolozzi 


(Holbein’s Heads) and J. R. Smith ; woodcuts 
by Cranach and Diirer ; etchings by Meryon 
and Rembrandt ; and a superb set of engrav- 
ings and mezzotints after paintings formerly 
in the Houghton Colleé&ion. 


NORWICH. — In the Oéober-December 
issue of the Readers’ Guide is a good reading 
list of books on and of “ Twentieth Century 
English Drama.” 


RUGBY.—The latest issues to hand of the 
bulletin, New Books, maintain the high standard 
of the previous numbers. 


ST. MARYLEBONE.—A most interesting 
exhibition is now on view at Gloucester Place, 
It is arranged to show the history of St. 
Marylebone, and some of its most noted build- 
ings and consists of prints, maps, photographs 
and other material. The catalogue of the 
collection gives excellent historical notes. 


SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—An 
exhibition of autograph letters and documents 
is now being held in the Reference Library 
at Pendlebury. The exhibits include a docu- 
ment signed by Pope Clement VII. (the Pope 
who excommunicated Henry VIII.), the first 
letter Nelson ever wrote to his daughter 
Horatia, a letter from Dr. Samuel Johnson in 
which he complains of a pain in his foot, 
letters from George Borrow, Oscar Wilde, 
William Morris, Charles Dickens, William . 
Harrison Ainsworth, Mrs. Linnaeus Banks, 
Thackeray, Ruskin, King William IV., the 
Duke of Wellington, Sir Walter Scott, Charles 
Darwin, etc., and relics of George Cruikshank, 
Lucien Bonaparte, Jenny Lind, Ouida, etc. 
The Chief Librarian’s classes for unemployed 
youths are in full swing. A variety of speakers 
address the class on a variety of subjects each 
Wednesday morning. In the afternoons 
the young men are taken to visit places of 
historic or industrial interest in the Lancashire 
distri. Last week they were conduéted over 
Chetham’s Hospital, Manchester, and after- 
wards entertained to a meal at a Manchester 
restaurant. 

The November issue of the Bulletin con- 
tains special articles by Algernon Blackwood 
and Neil M. Gunn, as well as the usual anno- 
tated lists of additions to the Libraries. The 
December issue will be an enlarged Christmas 
number, with Adelaide Eden Phillpotts as 
the chief contributor. 
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A New Literary Prize 


In November, 1935, was celebrated the 
centenary of the birth of Andrew Carnegie, 
whose munificence in the eStablishment of 
public libraries is so well known. In com- 
memoration of this, the Council of the Library 
Association has decided to award annually a 
medal, to be known as “ The Library Associa- 
tion Carnegie Medal,” for the best book for 
children published during the preceding year. 

The first award will be made on the books 
published during 1936 and the Medal will be 
publicly presented by the President, His Grace 
the Archbishop of York, during the Scar- 
borough Conference of the Association, in 


June, 1937. 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAwrELLe, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 

East Ham Public Libraries—Annual Report, 
1935-1936. Librarian, O. W. Stone. Popu- 
lation, 137,050. Rate, 4.6d. Income from 
Rate, £13,972. Total adult stock, 77,536; 
Junior, 14,258. Additions, 8,776. With- 
drawals, 10,596. Issues: Adult Lending, 
649,359; Junior, 174,625. Borrowers, 
27,495 ; extra tickets, 9,719. Branches, 3. 

After eight years working on a system of decen- 
tralised control the Libraries have once again been 
placed under a Chief Librarian and the service co- 
ordinated. The whole practice in the Libraries has 
now been brought into line and many inconsistencies 
have been eliminated. The book stocks have been 
overhauled and many thousands of old and unattraé¢tive 
volumes removed from the public shelves. The per- 
sonnel of the Staffs in the various Libraries have been 
changed and promotions have been made. The long- 
awaited alterations to the Plashet Branch Library have 
at last been completed, and a new junior library estab- 
lished there. The reconstruétion of the Manor Park 

Library has again been deferred for twelve months. 

The hours of opening the North Woolwich Branch 

were increased. A union catalogue of all the libraries 

was commenced, as the master catalogue at the Central 
was completed some time ago. No falling off was 
observed in the popularity of public lectures, a very 
fine series being carried throug f during the session. 

Library service in the C hildren’s s Homes, the Hospital, 

and other institutions was maintained with much success 

throughout the year. 


EasTBouRNE Public Libraries and Museum.— 
Annual Report, 1935-1936. Borough Librarian 
and Curator, Wilfrid Hynes, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion (estimated), 56,250. Rate, 1.73d. 
Income from Rate, £5,945. Stock: Lend- 


ing, 34,765; Reference, 3,205. 
3,596. Withdrawals, 1,744. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 255,350; Reference, 37,975. Bor- 
rowers, 11,639; extra tickets, 4,081. 


Branches, 2 

Mr. Hynes is to be congratulated on the results 
accruing from a year’s very hard work. His biggeg 
job was the rearrangement of the Central Lending 
Library, which has been, by all accounts, an unqualified 
success. The space occupied by the Reading Room was 
greatly reduced, and the Lending Library, formerly 
unsuitably situated, was removed to the larger Readi 
Room and partly re-equipped. Greater space for botk 
books and readers has been obtained and the public 
were not slow to take advantage of the improved 
service. Well over 1,000 new readers were enrolled, 
and the book circulation reached a record total for the 
Libraries, representing an increase over the previous 
year of nearly 29,000. A very pressing need now at the 
Central Library is a properly equipped, separate library 
for the children, the present temporary arrangement 
being far from satisfa¢tory. Lack of accommodation 
is also retarding the work of the Museum, and the 
Council have under consideration the provision of a 
separate museum building. An Evening Branch Library 
is to be eStablished in a room in the Church Institute 
in one of the furthermost parts of the Borough. A 
number of amendments to the Rules have been found 
necessary to remove some irritating restri€tions. A new 
grading scheme by the Council now brings the library 
Staff into line with other departments of the Corporation, 


FOLKESTONE Public Libraries, Museum and 
Art Gallery. Annual Report for the year 
ending March 31$t, 1936. Librarian, Regi- 
nald Howarth, A.L.A. Population (1934), 
46,095. Rate, 1#d. Income from Rate, 
£3,459. Total stock, 34,012. Additions, 
4,117. Withdrawals, 2,344. Issues : Lend- 
ing, 274,196; Children’s Library, 22,378; 
Hospital, 5,191. Borrowers, 10,532; extra 
tickets, 4,253. Branches, 2 

The Committee place on record their appreciation 
of the services rendered to the Libraries by Mr. Francis 

Cooper, who was appointed Librarian at Lincoln in 

December last. Mr. per developed and shaped an 

efficient and progressive library service in Folkestone 

during the seven years he was Librarian there. He was 
succeeded by Mr. Reginald Howarth in March of this 
year. The book circulation during the past year 

exceeded that of the previous twelve months by 15,381, 

the increase being almost entirely due to the greater use 

made of the Branch Libraries. At the Central Library 
there was a clear indication of an advance in thoughtful 
readin, The class ‘‘ Philosophy”’ showed an in 
creased use of 37 per cent., while several others recorded 

increases. The Reference Library oa to 
ie in usefulness and importance each Pm 
there was a noticeable rise in the number 

using the room. Plans for the new Branch Library at 

Cheriton have been approved by the Council. The 

hours of opening the Sandgate Library have been 

extended. 


Additions, 
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Henvon Public on the 
Library Service, 1935-1936. Chief Librarian, 
James E. Walker, F.L.A. Population 
(estimated, 1935), 146,720. Rate, 1.82d. 
Income from Rate, £12,972. Stock : Lend- 
ing, 57,094; Reference, 8,670; Schools, 
14,836. Additions, 23,211. Withdrawals, 
5,023. Issues: Lending, 578,883; Refer- 
ence, 51,632 ; Schools, 145,520. Borrowers, 
28,787 ; extra tickets, 36,227. 1 Branch. 

Hendon’s first branch library, at Golder’s Green, 
was opened in November last and immediately became 
lar. From its opening to the end of the period 
covered by this Report nearly 10,000 people joined the 
new library as readers and borrowed 167,034 books. 

The success of this addition to the service was mainly 

responsible for an increase of 30 per cent. in the total 

circulation from the libraries, and a rise of 50 per cent. 
in the number of registered readers. Although the 

Central Library was closed for a fortnight for re- 

decoration, and many readers forsook it for the newer 

attractions at Golder’s Green, a slight increase in the 
circulation there was recorded. The junior library at 
the new branch proved a great draw to the children of 

the neighbourhood, and in the first month over 1,000 

joined up. The Central junior had also a busy time, 

talks and story hours were again a popular feature. 

Local Colleétion was enriched by many valuable and 

interesting donations during the year ; the gift of a large 

colleétion of manuscripts, deeds, etc., from Major 

N. G. Brett-James being worthy of note. The above 

Reportcontains several fine illustrations of the new library. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE Public Libraries.— 
ssth Annual Report, 1935-1936. Public 
Librarian, W. H. Gibson, F.L.A. Popula- 
tion, 290,083. Income from Rate, £21,019. 
Stock: Lending, 154,799; Reference, 
104,895. Additions, 8,845. Withdrawals, 
5,895. Issues: Lending, 898,734; Ref- 
erence, 216,643. Borrowers, 43,853; extra 
tickets, 32,292. Branches, 5. 

After a period of nearly forty-two years’ service 

Mr. Basil Anderton resigned his Chief Librarianship at 

the end of last year. The Libraries Committee pay 

tribute to the great improvements in the library methods 
and the development of the system which Mr. Anderton 

inaugurated, and which, they maintain, will remain a 
rmanent record of his excellent services to the City. 

Mr. W. H. Gibson, Chief Assistant in the Libraries, 

was appointed to succeed Mr. Anderton. Mr. J. 

Walton, Sub-librarian, also resigned his position during 

the year after serving on the Staff for 46 years, 32 years 

as Sub. During the year under review the total circula- 
tion from the Libraries did not approach the peak 
res of 1932-33, but, nevertheless, a high standard 
service seems to have been maintained. It is felt 
that a considerable increase in the use of the Central 

Lending Department would be made if it was con- 

verted to the open-access system. The provision of 

library facilities in outlying areas, and also children’s 
rooms in existing libraries, is receiving the considera- 
tion of the Committee. An excellent portrait of Mr. 

Anderton is included in this Report. 
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FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 
New and Secondhand 


BOOKS 


on every subject 


Stock of nearly three million volumes 
Catalogues free on 
mentioning interests 


119-125 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (twelve lines) 


SourHport Public Libraries.—Report of the 
Libraries and Art Committee, 1934-1936. 
Chief Librarian, B. T. W. Stephenson, M.A., 
F.L.A. Population (1931), 78,926. Rate, 
2.34d. Income from Rate, £8,315. Issues 
(1935-6): Lending, 407,003; Reference, 
51,752; Branches, 199,449; Special issues, 
1,289. Borrowers, 33,724. Branches, 3, 
and 1 branch reading room. 

Owing to gy of work arising out of the re- 
organization of the Libraries, a full report was not 
published at the end of the year 1934-1935. The above 
review, therefore, covers the two years ending March 
31St, 1936. A brief summary shows that, among other 
items, the following aétivities have been undertaken to 
increase the value of the library service. The delivery 
Station at Churchtown has been converted into a branch 
lending library ; a students’ room has been provided 
in the Central Reference Library; a special junior 
library has been installed at Birkdale ; a union cata- 
logue of the branches for use in the Central has been 
formed; and adequate office accommodation has 
been secured for the Central Staff. The establishment 
of a full-time branch at Churchtown has given every 
satisfaction, and it is now considered that a similar 
alteration at Crossends would be successful in every 
way. The increase in circulation from all departments 
since the reorganization has been subStantial. The 
percentage of the population who are now registered 
as readers reaches the exceptionally high figure of 41, 
which is one of the highest in the country. 
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The Librarians’ Guide 
to New Editions 


By Frep Bartow. 


Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this Guide to New Editions is 
= unique. Its purpose is not only to 
ting together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


CiarKE (J. J.) Outlines of Local Government 
of the United Kingdom. Ed. 12. 1936. 


Pitman, 5s. 

First published in 1916 and last revised in 1934. 
The present edition incorporates several consolidating 
measures recently passed by Parliament. These 
include Public Health, Housing, and Old Age Pensions, 
The chapter on Old Age Pensions, missing from recent 
editions, has been revised and incorporated in this 
edition. 

Crew (Albert) Rates and Rating. 
1936. Pitman, 12s. 6d. 

First published in 1923 and last revised in 1935. 
The present edition has a new chapter on de-rating and 
there has been some rearrangement of the chapters. 
Representations of the Central Valuation Committee 
have been, when relevant, incorporated in the text. 


FisHer (R. A.) Statistical Methods for Research 
Workers. Ed. 6. 1936. Oliver and Boyd, 
15S. 

There have been numerous changes in the text of 
this book since the first edition in 1925. The most 
substantial addition to the last revision of 1934 is in 
section 29.2 where seven pages of new matter deal with 
an extended use of successive summation in filling 
polynomials. The table of Z has been extended to the 
0.1 per cent. 


Hurcutnson (R.) and Morrram (V. H.) 
Food and the Principles of Dietetics. Ed. 8. 
1936. Arnold, 21s. 

First published in 1900 and last revised in 1933. 
The principal changes in the present revision are to be 
found in the first three chapters and deal with the 
changes and advances of the last three years. These 
chapters have been lengthened by three pages and 
minor alterations are to be found throughout the text. 
A new chapter of twenty-seven pages deals with the 
history of dietetics. 


Ippetson (W. S.) Accumulator Charging. 
Ed. 5. 1936. Pitman. 4s. 6d. 

A further chapter has been added to the contents 
of the 1934 edition, dealing with the operation and 
maintenance of country house and emergency battery 
installations. The parts of the City and Guilds of 


Ed. 9. 


London Institute syllabus relating to battery working 
and questions set at recent examinations have also been 
included. 

Jameson (W. W.) and Parkinson (G. 
A Synopsis of Hygiene. Ed. 5. 1936, 
Churchill. 21s. 

During the present year an immense amount of 
legislation affeéting public health work has been 
enaéted including the first great consolidating Public 
Health A& since 1875, a consolidating Housing A@, a 
Midwives A& and several others. Accordingly, much 
of the text has been revised and much re-written. The 
general arrangement and size of the book havenot been 
altered. 


Marrtanp (F. W.) Equity: a course of 
leGtures. Ed. 2. 1936. C.U.P. 15s. 

In revising these lectures, first published in 1909, 
Mr. J. Brunyate says that surprisingly little revision 
has been found necessary. He explains this from the 
faé&t that the greater part of the book deals with basic 
rules that have not materially altered. Such revision 
as has been necessary deals with the Property A&s of 
1925. Two passages, both highly technical and now 
obsolete, have been omitted. 


Mrrcuett (C. F.) Building Construdtion, 
Part 2, Advanced Course. Ed. 12. 1936. 


Batsford. tos. 6d. 

Although this book was extensively revised in 1930 
the present authors have found it necessary completely 
to overhaul the whole of the text and illustrations and 
the book has again been extended, this time by about 
fifty pages. The chapter on concrete has disappeared 
and the chapters on Ferro-Concrete and Fire-Resisting 
Construétion have been completely re-written and te- 
arranged. Almost every subject has been brought into 
line with modern praétice and the most recent Bye-laws 
quoted. The book now contains a list of British 
Standard Specifications for the Building Trade. It is, 
of course, well known that this book is almost univer- 
sally used as a text book for classes for the Building « 
Trade. 

Mummery (A. F.) My Climbs in the Alps and 
the Caucasus. Blackwell, 1936. 5s. 

Since its first publication in 1895 this book has 
held high place in the literature of mountaineering. 
The text has been edited in detail and sixteen modem 
photographic illustrations have replaced those of the 
earlier editions. 


STEPHEN (Leslie) The Playground of Europe. 
Ed. 2. 1936. Blackwell. 5s. 

First published in 1871 and revised with omissions 
and new material in 1899. The chief change in the 
present edition is the fine series of Alpine photographs 
that illustrate the book. 

Tuomas (H. E.) Elements of Economics. 
Ed. 8. 1936. Gregg. tos. 6d. 

Last revised in 1934, the present edition is some 
twenty pages shorter than the previous one. 
shortened seétions deal with the Distribution of Wealth 
and the Mechanism of Exchange. The book is desi 
primarily as an examination text book and much of the 
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LIBRARIANS’ BOOKS 


MALLETT’S INDEX OF ARTISTS 
By DANIEL TROWBRIDGE MALLETT 


Including the Artists of al] Countries, and both past and present painters, sculptors, engravers, 
etchers, illustrators. 

In one alphabet are the names of the artists of all nations from earliest times to the featured 
names of to-day’s exhibits, 28,000 artists, thousands of our own day. 

Mallett’s is the first comprehensive index of artists and is particularly useful on contemporary 
names. The author has had the co-operation of museums and dealers in bringing together all 
the available facts. 

Mallett’s Index belongs on the desks of museums, reference libraries, art schools, auction rooms, 
art galleries and collectors. 

MALLETT’S means minutes rather than hours when facts on artists are desired 

Over 28,000 names, 640 pages. 50/- net 


PERIODICALS DIRECTORY, 1935 


REVISED AND ENLARGED EDITION, 


A CLASSIFIED GUIDE TO A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT PERIODICALS, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC TO THE UNITED STATES. 
EpITED BY 
CAROLYN F. ULRICH 
Curer, Perropicats NEw YorK LIBRARY. 


This Directory is planned for those interested in business and industry as well as for librarians 
of all types and sizes of libraries, not only as a tool for reference but also as an aid in the selection 
of titles for purchase. The list does not aim to be exhaustive, but its eight thousand selected 
titles represent the periodicals published in the United States and abroad, especially in England, 
France and Germany, which have been found most useful in American collections. 55/- net 


THE BOOKMAN’S MANUAL 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 
Fourtu EDITION. 


A guide to Literature on a plan which, in tbree earlier editions, has proved its peculiar value 
to all buyers of books. 

It is an introduction to book knowledge with discussions of editions and their makers. It covers 
the whole field of reading and brings it to date. Authors are listed alphabetically within each 
field of literature—fiction, poetry, drama, essays, etc. British. Russian, French and other Con- 
tinental authors are included. All the books of each author are listed in chronological order by 
date of publication. Publisher and price are given. 22/6 


FAMOUS LITERARY PRIZES AND THEIR WINNERS 
By BESSIE GRAHAM 


A handbook of information, revised and enlarged by Jessie H. Murray, with discussion and 
description of the character and details of over 60 prize awards given to books, followed bya 
listing of the titles that won each such award. Ninety-six pages, with index to titles, bound in 
cloth, size 5} by 8}. 6/6 net 


Sole Agents in the British Empire and Europe for the books of the R. R. Bowker Co., New York. 


J. WHITAKER SONS LTD. 
12 WARWICK LANE, E.C.4, 
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revision is in the light of recent examination require- 
ments. 


Wuymper (Edward) Scrambles amongst the 
Ed. 6. 1936. Murray. tos. 6d. 

his classic of mountaineering was first published 
in 1871 and the last edition in 1900. The text of the 
third differs considerably from the other editions and 
deals chiefly with the ascent of the Matterhorn. The 
present edition retains all the original illustrations. 
together with several new ones from photographs. 
The editor has made additions to the text and has been 
able to include hitherto unpublished passages from the 
author’s diary. The maps are those of the 1900 edition, 
but elsewhere the names are in modern spelling. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL. 


McCoxviw (Lionel R. and Eric R.) Library 
Stock and Assistance to Readers. A text- 
book. Demy 8vo. 1936. Grafton and Co. 


Here is an answer to the question that has been 
agitating the minds of students for some months past, 
who find in the syllabus of the Intermediate and Final 
examinations an alternative section with the attractive 
name which forms the title of the book now given 
us by the McColvin brothers. It is a capital and desirable 
handbook on the methods by which contaét is made 
with readers who want information, and an expert 
discussion of the fundamental reference tools in the 
major classes. ‘‘ Can any Student cover the ground in 
less than a life-time ?’’ the authors ask at the outset, 
and the question is not an idle one; but the well- 
established aphorism that the man should know where 
to look rather than know, enables us to set some clear 
lines of Study in reference work. We must know what 
the reader wants when he comes to us, and to do this 
we must know men themselves so far as that is within 
our possibilities, and we must know our books. It 
is a faét that we often put at the service of reference 
readers men and women who themselves have only 
vague notions of the contents of some of the most 
common reference books, and the ignorance of the 
laymen in the uses of such books is proverbial. The 
Student who follows this course will be introduced in 
turn to the ‘‘ methods of consulting”’ direétories, 
time-tables, general encyclopaedias, atlases and maps, 
books on special subjects, and Government publica- 
tions; will be made aware of representative books ; 
learn how to use extra-mural sources of information, 
how to give aid in lending libraries, and how to treat 
the public. After each seétion a set of problems is 
given, the working out of which will produce a very 
passable reference method and lead to real time- 
economy in the work. The index is adequate. I have 
only to add to this brief notice that both the authors 
are themselves experienced and successful referefice 
librarians, whose work I have watched intimately, and 
their book is the result of aétual practice. W.C.B.S. 


Patrrey (Thomas) and (Henry B) 
Guide to Bibliographies of Theses. United 
States and Canada. Chicago, American 
Library Association. $1.00. 

This useful guide to lists of American Theses con. 
tains three sections: General; Lists in Special Fields, 
and Institutional Lists. It covers the ground very wel] 
and will be found very handy when referring to a rather 
difficult series of publications. 


THompson (Ralph) American Literary Annuals 
and Gift Books. 1825-1865. New York, 
H. W. Wilson. $2.25. 

The Annuals and Gift Books issued in England, 
France and Germany have been dealt with by biblio- 
graphers, and now we have an analytical history of 
similar publications which appeared in the United 
States during the first half of the 19th century. It is an 
excellent piece of work and will be found useful to 
bibliographers hunting for short Stories and articles by 
specific authors. 


THE YEAR’s WorRK IN LIBRARIANSHIP. Vol, 
VIIL., 1935. Edited by Arundell Esdaile 
and J. H. P. Pafford. The Library Associa. 


tion. 10s. net. 

The Annual Record of Bibliography and Librarian- 
ship shows no signs of falling off either in quantity or 
quality. Articles deal with National and University 
Libraries, Special Libraries, County and Rural Libraries, 
Urban Libraries, Library Buildings, Book Produétion 
and Historical Bibliography, amongst others. Mo 
of the departments are excellently handled, but we regret 
that no author could be found for the subjeé& of His- 
torical Bookbinding. The two notes on Type Speci- 
mens on pages 165 and 181 might have been supple- 
mented by the faé that in Peddie’s Subje& Index 
Series 1-2 is the most complete list of English and 
Foreign Type Specimen Books and Sheets ever 
printed. 


GENERAL. 


Barey (Richard) The Government of Britain. 
Illus. Pitman. 2s. 6d. 

The sub-title of this book is “ A simple intro- 
ductory survey.” There are 5 main sections “ Central 
Government,” “Local Government,” “The Judici- 
ary,” “The Empire” and “The Growth of the 
Constitution.”” A brief account is given of the origi 
and working of the form of government indicated 
each of these headings. A useful book. 


BALLADS AND NARRATIVE Poems, compiled 
and edited by T. W. Moles. Longmans, 
Green. 2s. 6d. net. 

\ good colleétion, containing the right propor- 
tion of familiar and unfamiliar pieces. Amongst the 
moderns chosen are De La Mare, Wilfred Gibson, 
Newbolt and Chesterton, and amongst the older poets 
Longfellow, Arnold, Chapman, Chaucer, Hood and 
Tennyson. 
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PHILOSOPHY 
THE UNIVERSE 


“THE NEW 


By O. C. J. G. L. OVERBECK 


ERE is a book that every 

thoughtful man and woman 
should read, for it supplies an 
answer to an endless number of 
vexing questions, and offers an 
intelligibie account of the origin of 
all things, animate and inanimate. 


Every hitherto unexplained 
physiological manifestation, such 
as Sleep, Shivering, Muscular 
Development, Pain, and so forth, 
is brought within the scope of 
a remarkably ingenious theory. 
Even Political Movements, 
Moralities, Crime and other Social 
Phenomena are accounted for, 
and a goal for human endeavour 
is pointed out, anew religion 
formulated that will satisfy the 
scientific mind. 


Extracts from 
Early Press 


Reviews : 


** Sunday Mercury’’ 
says 


A REMARKABLE 
PRODUCTION. 


** Swindon Evening 
Advertiser "’ says:— 


“Those of my readers who like something 


OUT OF THE ORDINARY 
especially those with a scientific turn of thind, will 
find a problem to keep them busy for weeks in a 
new book which offers a complete theory of the 
origin of all animate and inanimate things known 
to science... In such directions as I have read 
extensively I am unable to see any flaw in the 
argument ... Many things previously beyond my 
understanding appear in a new light now. This is 
a book for men of intelligence and serious minds 
. It would repay careful study.” 


** Northern Echo”’ says:— 

Obviously this is a conception quite at variance 
with that of orthodox scientists, but it must be 
said that the author, once one concedes his 
unorthodoxy, has some interesting things of a 
general character to tell us. 


‘* Wolverhampton Express & Star’’ says:— 

“The author takes in his stride difficult problems in 

chemistry, physics, sociology, and even criminology. 
. It is matter to challenge thought.” 


He Published by and obtainable from 
METCHIM & SON Ltd. 
8 Princes Street, London, S.W.1 
Price 5/- Post Free, or through any Bookseller 
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Bennetr (H.) More for Your Money. A 
Buyer’s Guide. Spon. $s. net. 


In these days of machine-made goods and intensive ~ 


publicity the purchaser has his work cut out to appre- 
ciate the actual value of the commodities he buys. This 
book is designed to help him and it gives in compact 
and lucid form the difficulties and disappointments 
which may dog his path unless he is wary enough to 
absorb the information here strewn before him, and 
practice the tests given. The subjects dealt with are 
many and varied, and the public is indebted to the 
author for valuable advice. Prices are in American 
dollars. The cost of the book may easily be saved a 
hundred times over by a judicious study of its contents. 


Benson (E. F.) The Kaiser and English 
Relations. Illus. Longmans, Green. 16s. 
net. 

A detailed and fully documented account of the 
perplexing personality of the Kaiser, particularly in his 
relations with England. Mr. Benson writes extremely 
well and has produced a vivid work, which is a real 
contribution to the history of that most important 

riod which culminated in the great war. Mr. Benson 

wever carries his Story on after the war and in the 
final chapters gives a moving account of the ex-Kaiser’s 
life at Doorn. 


Boas (Frederick S.) From Richardson to 
Pinero. Some Innovators and Idealists. 
Murray. 8s. 6d. net. 

Apart from the authors mentioned in the title 
Professor Boas also deals with aspeéts of the work of 
Thackeray, Wordsworth, Browning, Tennyson and 
Mathew Arnold. The essays do not appear to have 
any close relation in subjeét but they all contain much 
pertinent criticism. 

Bropuy (John) The Five Years. 
Barker. 155. net. 

A comprehensive work dealing with the Great 
War. It contains, besides a general history of the war, 
a seétion of brief biographies of famous people, a 
glossary of common technical terms used in the war, a 
chronology, some essential Statistics, and a seleéted 
bibliography. 

Bucuan (John) Episodes of the Great War. 
Illus. Nelson. 8s. 6d. net. 

An abbreviated version of the large four volume his- 
tory by the same author. It forms a good introduétion 
to the history of the war, written from an orthodox 
Standpoint. There are many illustrations and the end- 
papers form useful maps. 

CLEUGH (James) Prelude to Parnassus. Scenes 
from the Life of Alexander Sergeyevich 
Pushkin (1799-1837). Frontis. Barker. 
10s. 6d. net. 

Remarkably little has been written up to the 
present on the life of Alexander Pushkin, the father of 
modern Russian literature. In this book the author has 
described episodes from the life of the poet in a vivid 
and exciting manner, concentrating on the atmosphere 
and background, rather than a detailed biographical 
Study. . 


Maps. 
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Corus (A. Frederick) The March of Chem. 
istry. Illus. and diagrams. Lippincot, 
12s. 6d. net. 

\ comprehensive survey in language suited to the 
popular reader of the great advance in chemical know. 
ledge during the past few years. Seétions deal with 
New Organic Compounds, New Radioattive substances, 
New Heat and Cold Producers, New Synthetic Produ@s, 
New Explosives and War Gases and many other impor. 
tion discoveries. A book by an author who has 
thoroughly studied his subjeé, fully illustrated, and 
well worth its place on the library shelves. 


DEARDEN (Seton) The Arabian Knight. A 
Study of Sir Richard Burton. Illus. Barker, 
12s. 6d. net. 

A new biography of Sir Richard Burton will be 
hailed with delight by the large circle of readers who 
have regarded him as one of the most romantic figures 
of his day. He had knowledge, he had power, he hada 
deep thirst for the Strange and the exotic. He suffered 
from much misunderstanding and some misjudgment 
and the present writer has done much to rescue him 
from the misconception engendered by his faults and 
weaknesses and to show the man and scholar in his 
true light. 

Duwnrasin (T.) Slavers of the South Seas; 
Australia, Angus and Robertson ; London, 
Australian Book Co. 6s. net. 

From the narratives and records of naval men, 
traders and missionaries, the author has built up a full 
and accurate account of the South Sea slavers and black 
birders. It makes grim and tragic reading and throws 
fresh light on the early history of the Pacific. 

E.win (Verrier) Leaves from the Jungle. 
Life in a Gond Village. Illus. Murray, 
gs. net. 

Verrier Elwin, who in his own way is doing in 
India similar work to that which Dr. Albert Schweitzer 
is doing in Africa, has recorded in this diary accounts 
of his daily life among the primitive Gonds. It gives 
a picture of India which is unique and unexpeéted. 
Go.psmiTH (Margaret) Maria Theresa. Frontis. 


Barker. os. net. 

Much has been written in the past about this great 
Austrian Empress, but Miss Goldsmith brings a certain 
freshness to her book, which is for this reason worth 
reading. 

GreIN (J. T.) The Story of a Pioneer, 1862 
1935. By His Wife (Michael Orme). Illus. 
Murray. 10s. 6d. net. 

In 1891 Grein founded the Independent Theatre 
and made himself first notérious and later famous by 
producing such plays as Ibsen’s ‘‘ Ghosts ’’ and Shaw's 
** Widowers’ Houses.”’ For years he struggled to make 
the English drama of importance abroad, and to give 
foreign drama a footing in England. His influence 
on the theatre was profound and though his work may 
appear to lack importance in these restless post-war days, 
it is none the less an influence still to be reckoned with. 
The story of Grein is told most sympathetically by his 
wife and the book deserves much praise. 
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Lewis (A. W.) Wood Decoration with V-Tool 
and Gouge. Illus. Technical Press. 2s. 6d. 
net. 

\ useful littke handbook of designs for wood- 
work and the choice of tools with the best methods of 
using them. 


Lucas (E. V.) London Afresh. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Lucas needs no introduétion as a guide ; and 
in this, his latest book on London, he is as fresh and 
charming as ever. It covers the ground well, going as 
far out as Barking and Chiswick. The comprehensive 
index will enable the reader to find all that he wants. 


Lucas (F. L.) The Decline and Fall of the 
Romantic Idea. Cambridge University Press. 


8s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Lucas’ discussion of the age-old problem of 
the difference between Romantic and Classical in writing 
has the advantage that he makes use of modern know- 
ledge of psychology, but has not become swamped by 
it as might be said of Mr. Herbert Read. He has seen 
on what problems it can throw any light but he has not 
attempted to use. it as a universal formula for the 
solution of all the problems which are implied in the 
words Romantic and Classical. 


MacCartuy (Mary) Handicaps. Six Studies. 
Longmans, Green. 6s. net. 

Mary Lamb, Beethoven, A. M. Kavanagh, Henry 
Fawcett, W. E. Henley and R. L. Stevenson, the 
subjeéts of these Studies, would not at first seem to have 
anything in common. They were all, however, physi- 
cally infirm, and they all conquered their infirmity and 
achieved greatness in spite of it. Miss Macarthy tells 
sympathetically how each one of them achieved this. 


MaseFieLp (M.) and MaGraw (B. 
The Magic Bookshelf down the centuries. 
Illus. by H. R. Millar. Bell. 5s. net. 

History presented in a novel manner. The authors 
have retold various episodes of history in their own 
words, but using wherever possible contemporary 
sources and eyewitness accounts. Starting with Bede 
they range over the whole of English history until they 
come to the time of Cobbett and his Rural Rides. The 
illustrations are good, and plentiful. 


Scupper (Evarts S.) The Jacobins. _ Illus. 
Barker. 12s. 6d. net. 

A Straightforward account of the famous Jacobin 
Club in the Rue St. Honoré in Paris, through which 
many of the leaders of the French Revolution were to 
pass. Mr. Scudder discusses the rise and progress of 
the great political fallacy which animated the members 
of this club, with impartiality. He shows clearly how 
their ideas were doomed to failure. The book is fully 
indexed and has a bibliographical note and a seleét 
bibliography. The illustrations are from contemporary 
prints. 


SrePHENs (Martin) Fair Game. The Open Air 
of Four Continents. Illus. Murray. 9s. net. 
Accounts of shooting and big-game hunting in 
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PITMAN'’S 
LATEST BOOKS 


NURSERY RHYMES 
OLD AND NEW 


iMustrated by Kathleen M, Blair. Tried favourites 
and new friends presented in a fresh and attractive 
setting. Crown 4to, 32 pp. 2/6 net 


HOW TO STUDY 


By S. F. Woolley, B.A. A guide for students and 
examination candidates to the most effective 
methods of directing mental energy. Crown 8vo, 
128 pp. 2/6 net 


PARLIAMENTARY AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 


By W. E. Eyles. A guide to Election law and 
pee for Returning Officers and students of 
ocal Government. Demy 8vo, 170 pp. 5/— net 


THE GOVERNMENT OF BRITAIN 


By Richard Bailey, B.Sc. (Econ.). An informative 
survey of the British Constitution, its past history 
and present workings. Crown 8vo, 144 . 
illustrated. 


Full details post free. 
PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, W.C.2 


four continents. Besides giving accounts of his trips 
and adventures the author discusses the problem of 
the preservation of and other topics of interest 
to the sportsman and naturalist alike. 


Srott (Dennis) 1 Give Myself Away. Illus. 
Hodder and Stoughton. 7s. 6d. net. 

If anything can excuse the outpouring of auto- 
biographical Studies by men of the age of twenty-five, 
this book by the clever son of a clever father is the 
thing. Wit, musical genius, a knowledge of the ballet, 
a shrewd grasp of charaéter, the meeting of many inter- 
eSting people and a young, fresh outlook on life go to 
make a moégt readable volume which no one with a 
taste for this sort of thing should miss. Librarians 
please note that it should find a place on the bio- 
graphical shelves. 


TickNerR (F. W.) An Anthology of Modern 
Memoirs. Modern Anthologies. No. 5. 
Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 

Amongst the authors from whose 
or autobiographical writings the extraéts in this book 
have been seleéted, are: Robert Graves, Axel Munthe, 
A. J. Cronin, Andrew Carnegie, Lord Balfour, Arnold 
Bennett, and many others. 


Tomuinson (H. M.) An Anthology of Modern 
Travel. Modern Anthologies, No. 7. 


Nelson. 38. 6d. net. 
Accounts of travels in all parts of the globe, from 
Egdon Heath to Lake Titicaca, have been seleéted 
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from the works of modern authors. Most of the 
authors one would expeé are present, but we missed 
St. John Philby and, or, Bertram Thomas, one of whom 
should have been included. 


Warren (C. Henry) Sir Philip Sidney. A Study 
in Confli&. Illus. Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Warren admits in his preface that he has no 
new faéts to contribute to those few which we alizady 
have about the life of Sir Philip Sidney, and it is there- 
fore on his interpretation of the old faéts that this book 
should be judged. He writes well and paints a fine 
portrait of the courtier-soldier-poet, and the back- 
ground against which he lived. 


FICTION. 


ALEXANDER (Ruth) The Man Who Knew Too 
Much. Arrowsmith. 7s. 6d. net. 
The story of the film. Thrills and laughter make 
up a readable story. 


Brun (Vincenz) Alcibiades forsaken by gods 
and men. Putnam. 7s. 6d. net. 

A long historical novel which is a sequel to the 
author’s Alcibiades—Beloved of Gods and Men. It 
continues the adventures of the hero through the 
Sicilian Expedition to the end of his life, and depiés 
him as a brilliant soldier, a daring adventurer, and his 
lonely exile and death in the heart of Asia at the hands 
of the barbarians. A mighty novel. 


CuHestertoN (G. K.) Omnibus. Methuen. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Printed on good paper in clear type, this edition 
of The Napoleon of Notting Hill, The Man who was 
Thursday and The Flying Inn between two covers will 
be treasured by all Chestertonians. 


Ciement (F. A.) Piéture Him Dead. Long- 
mans, Green. 3s. 6d. net. 

When a distinguished barrister is found drowned 
in the basin of the fountain in Fountain Court, Temple, 
and when K.C.’s and Judges are known to have been 
what in inferior ranks would have been called “ larking 
about,”’ we have all the elements of an out-of-the-way 
detective Story. As worked out by Mr. Clement, the 
problem and its solution is well worth reading. 


Davison (G.) The Man with Half a Face. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Poison-gas torpedoes, secret lifts, wonderful 
disguises, death rays, efc., efe., make up this wonderful 
thriller. The narrow escapes of the investigators are 
rather narrower than usual. 


Dratter (Jay) Manhattan Side Street. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

« The Story of Fifty-fifth Street and the varied lives 
of its inhabitants, uphill, downhill, ambitious, squalid, 
wasted and anand, is here unfolded. Part of the 
block in which the charaéters live is to be demolished, 
which causes heartburnings among those who have t 
lose the homes they love. A full and clever piture of 
New York in a mean Street. 


Essex (Richard) Murder in the Bank. Jenkins, 
7s. 6d. net. 


Lessinger again. These superhuman crooks are 
very wonderful but they are apt to get a little bosag 


Frome (David) The Body in Bedford Square. 
Longmans, Green. 3s. 6d. net. 

Another of Mr. Pinkerton’s adventures. When 
he got his ticket for the Reading Room of the British 
Museum, he did not know what was coming to him. 
It is quite worth the reader’s while to find out. 


Guyka (Matila C.) Again, One Day. Trans- 
lated by Maud Bigge. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net, 
The scene of this novel is laid in Vienna after the 
war, in Prague, and in London of the war years. 
Throughout runs a Streak of romance. The author 
writes with much insight into the confused political 
situation of this period, and intersperses his account 
of the European situation with information about 
art and antiques. The love Story of Princess Thea is 
very sympathetically told. 


Giyper (John) Unlucky Dip. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

Reggie Frith hires a boat, goes for a swim, and 
loses the boat. Many adventures follow, most of them 
dependent on lack of decent clothing. The sort of 
farcical Story which is very popular with some readers, 


GrecGc (Cecil Freeman) Henry Prince in 
Aétion. Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

Gangsters in London are brought to nought by 
the redoubtable Henry Prince (better known as 
“ Royal”), himself a doubtful charaéter on the black 
books of Scotland Yard. Thrills in every paragraph. 


Grecory (Jackson) Into the Sunset. Hodder 


and Stoughton. 7s. 6d. net. 

A Strange and exciting story this of three branches 
of the t Haveril clan, New Mexico Haverils, Texas 
Haverils and Panhandle Haverils. One of them is an 
outlaw of the most dangerous sort and the story tums 
round him, the Laredo Kid, who is so much like his 
cousin, Tom Haveril, that Barry, the hero, cannot 
recognise one from the other. But he wins the gi 
he loves after many exciting incidents and a great 
of bloodshed. 


Hamitton (Bruce) Middle Class Murder. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

The murder is successfully accomplished but 
suspicion leads to blackmail. The publishers claim 
that the author shows great insight into the twisted 
workings of a murderer’s mind. 


Hayrwarp (Richard) Sugarhouse Entry. A 
Novel of the Ulster Countryside. Barker. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A domestic Story of Northern Ireland. Hannah 
yes house for Renken Dunseith and looks after his 
children. But Robert marries Rosie and trouble soon 
begins between the two women. Hannah is 
ber at last finds happiness elsewhere. 
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Henverson (George C.) The Killers. Ward, 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 
Jack Brennan was a really tough old Stager. He 
killed in a gambling den the night that his daughter 
Enthleen returns from Europe. So she finds herself 
the inheritor of his ranch and plenty of trouble besides, 
but with the help of Keno Forbes, her father’s foreman, 
she pulls through all right. 


Jerson (Edgar) The Knight Errant. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 
Mr. Jepson’s heroes always have a very good 
time and Mr. Partington is no exception to the rule. 
His experiences are very amusing from first to last. 


Jorce (T. Heath) Much Ado About Some- 
thing. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Rollicking fun! Hugh Darling goes into the 
country to meet his young wife and instead finds 
Eileen Grey in possession of the cottage. Eileen is 
under the impression that she is eloping with Bill 
Carson. This is the stuff farce is made of. 


Kyrie (Sefton) The Durand Case. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Political treason (alleged) plus matrimonal com- 
plications make up quite a good Story. 

Kryrmov (V.) He’s Got a Million. Translated 
from the Russian by Malcolm Burr. Allen 
and Unwin. 7s. 6d. net. 

A Russian story of life in the capital on the eve of 
the Revolution. Every class of society, financial, 
artistic, journalistic and aristocratic is depicted in this 
series of telling paragraphic episodes. A fitting 
companion volume to the author’s earlier work, 
Out for a Million. 


Latm™meR (Jonathan) Headed for a Hearse. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

William Crane has six days in which to prove the 
innocence of Robert WeStland. With the aid of a 
lime-squeezer, a quart of whiskey, a monkey wrench, 
a Stop-watch and a deep sea diver he does it. The side- 
lights on Chicago life, lawyers and police are, to say 
the least of it, brilliant. 


LenewaM (J. C.) Deadly Decree. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 


Another of Boston Belle’s investigations, and, 
like the others, very smart and amusing. 


Linpsay (Kathleen) Danger Zone. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Rose is old-fashioned, Ann, her daughter, is 
modern among moderns. Ann schemes to marry out 
of her class and has many love affairs. The scene is 
laid in the time of the war and one adventure follows 
another. Ann is flighty and unguarded, she is too 
fond of her “ glass” and it takes a Strong hand to 
as dag into the right path and bring her to happiness 
at 


MACPHERSON (Ian) Wild Harbour. Methuen. 
. 6d. net. 
Hugh and Terry live in a cave in the remote High- 


lands to escape war and find themselves confronted 
with enemies, difficulties and problems at every turn. 
A tragic Story which will make readers think. 


MARSHALL (Kit) Frog in the Reeds. Nelson. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A little English girl called Bridget Black is brought 
up in Northern Zululand among the natives me is 
nicknamed Frog. Adventure follows adventure, and 
the background is of fascinating country and colourful 
Zulu life. A Story that can be thoroughly recom- 
mended as something unusually good. 


Martyn (Wyndham) The Denmede Mystery. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 
The hidden house and the secret murderer, the 
latter a type we have met in print on many occasions. 
But the details are quite effective and the Story reads 


well. 


SHEAHAN (K. M.) An Artist in Crime. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 
Another “dope” story but a “ different” one. 
The Burke and Bartlett combination is a very strong 
one and they get their man. 


Stnciair (Upton) Co-Op. Werner Laurie. 
7s. 6d. net. 

As usual the author has chosen a vast canvas for 
his latest novel and achieves a broad picture of life 
among the Co-operatives. The period covered is from 
1932 to date, and many phases of American life in the 
towns of California are touched upon. There are 
eighty-five main charaéters listed in the order of their 
appearance at the beginning of the novel, with a 
trenchant line of charaéter-drawing which gives them 
added vitality. A study of modern American conditions 
during the depression. 


WooprorFfe ( Thomas) River of Golden Sand. 
Faber. 8s. 6d. net. 

When Sub-lieutenant Toby Warren heard that he 
was to serve on board the gunboat “ The Beetle ” in 
China, one of his dearest wishes, to see the world from 
the decks of a small ship, was fulfilled. He saw a good 
deal of the world and many amusing adventures, 
with his erratic skipper, Chinese rioters, a Chinese 
general and other charaéters. 


JUVENILE. 


HEFFER. Simple Tunes for Music Time (2s.). Matches, 
Rhythms and Games in music, by Dorothy Holttum, 
for use in Infant and Nursery Schools. 


NEWNES. Marvels of the Air. Edited by T. Stanhope 
Sprigg (3s. 6d.). Deals amongst other —- with 
Gliding, Parachutes, Zeppelins, modern fighting 
planes and so on, the whole being copiously illts- 
trated. 


FABER. H. B. Creswell, Jobnny and Marytary, illus- 
trated (5s.). Adventures with balloons, wild rabbits, 
a mysterious doll and magicians—not to mention 
Mr. Pig-Wag, the Chi ; 
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LUTTERWORTH PRESS. Edith L. Elias, Meg, Peg 
and Topkins, illustrated (3s. 6d.). Three harum- 
scarum children who lived in a palace. This author 
has an up-to-date touch which delights her young 
readers. 


METHUEN. Gordon Ray Young, Huroc the Avenger 
(7s. 6d.).f A pirate Story in which Edward Herrick, 
the Englishman, better known as Huroc, performs 
endless deeds of daring and rescues a Corsair’s 
beautiful daughter. 


PICKERING AND INGLIS. L. Laing, David and 
Jonathan, coloured frontis. (1s.). The Story of a 
firm friendship. L. A. Barter Snow, What Maurice 
Found, coloured frontis. (1s. 6d.), in the “‘ Honour 
Series.” M. P. Neill, Secrets at Sidleigh, in the “‘ Red 
Cord Series,”’ coloured frontis. (2s.). A good Story 
for girls with a healthy Christian influence. 


PITMAN. Travellers Three, by Derek McCulloch 
(3s. 6d.), in the popular “ Green-jacket Books.”” A 
pleasant combination of faéts and fun in an account 
of a cruise to Barcelona and back, with some excel- 
lent illustrations. 


WARD, LOCK. O. Clarkson, The Boothill Kid (3s. 6d.). 
A Story of romance, murder and revenge in the best 
WeStern tradition. John R. Winslowe, The Marshall 
of Little Hell (3s. 6d.). Tells of the cleaning up of 
Little Hell, by Marshall Dawn. 


R.T.S. Five exciting stories for boys in “‘ The School- 
boys’ Library.” Captain Oswald Dallas, The Riddle 
of Doctor Milverson. Billy Milverson, with the help 
of the famous “ Ferret,” solves the mystery of his 
father’s disappearance. Ferret”’ of the Omnipo- 
tent,”” also by Captain Dallas. Ferret and his friends 
have some exciting adventures on land and sea. 
—Frank Elias, The Terror in the River, a tale of modern 
smuggling.—Robert Harding, Smiler Jim and other 
flories. Yarns of the Secret Service, adventures in 
India, Canada, on the Norfolk Broads, and escapes 
and fights with bandits are some of the subjeéts.— 
Michael Poole, The Cross Roads at Broxton. A school 
Story of the Remove Form at Broxton. Each 
volume has a coloured frontispiece and is priced at 
2s. Three reliable Stories for girls in ‘“‘ Every 
Girl’s Bookshelf’’ Series, with coloured frontis- 
piece. Plain Jane, by Frederica Bennett, Margot 
Fights Through, by Theodora Wilson Wilson (2s. 6d. 
each), and Bunny and the Aunt, by May Wynne, at 2s. 
Twenty-six South Sea Stories, by Arthur Russell, 
coloured frontispiece and other illustrations (3s. 6d.). 
The latest addition to the “ Twenty-Six Library.” 
Dealing with Blackbirders, Sharks and other queer 
fish. Kingsleys Westward Ho! in the “ Golden 

\rrow Library,” with coloured frontispiece and 
illustrations by J]. Finnemore, at 2s.6d. The Way 
to Caftle Glee, by Amy Whipple, in the “ Children’s 
Stories Series at 2s. 6d. A kind of fairy Story in 
Jimerack Lane which will be loved by ten-year-olds 
and others.—Mrs. A. C. Osborn Hann, The Red- 
headed Patrol, with photographs by the author (2s.). 
The adventures te Scarlet Pimpernel Patrol of 
Girl Guides. “‘ The Dominion Library,” frontis- 

iece, (1s. each) contains Gold and Some Others, by 
ggie C. Moody. Ten little Stories about children 
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in Formosa. Five new titlks in “ The Crowe 
Library,” with coloured frontispiece, which jag 
marvellous value at 1s.6d. each. E. Hale, Tm 
Joyous Adventures of Little Kumalo; M. Hardigg 
Kelly, Jobn Crane Wins; G. Norman, The Gold@ 
Dageer Margaret Stuart, Frankie of the Wolf Cubgy 
and two shorter books, 4 Waggon-load of Monkeg 
by D. M. Percy Smith, and When the Blackfeet Wag 
South, by E. Ryerson Young, at ts. each. 


APPLETON-CENTURY. R. H. Barbour, 


That Pass, illus. (6s.). An American football: stom 
in which Mike Mulvey, of the Franklin team, play 
a Star part. The Backfield Feud, by E. S. Miegm 
illustrated (6s.). A yarn of American football ag 
college life and a feud between friends which way 
settled in an unusual manner. 


Correspondence 
November 23rd, 
The Editor, 
THe Liprary 
Sir, 
INDUSTRY’S USE OF LONDON 
PUBLIC LIBRARIES. 

It is believed that many librarians, pam 
ticularly those in the London area, might B® 
interested in the report of the joint meett 
of the London and Home Counties Bran 
of the L.A. and ASLIB, held at the Royal 
Institute of British Architeéts on O&tober 
when questions relating to the us¢ made ij 


industry of London’s public library servicgiay 


were fully discussed. 

A very brief summary appeared in 
November issue of the L.A. Record, and them 
has since been prepared a full account of ti 
various contributions to the symposium 
mimeographed copies of which will gladly & 
supplied (while they last) to those who wil 


forward a Stamped addressed foolscap eam 


velope to the A.S.L.1.B. office as below. 
Yours, etc. 
G. R. BOLTON, 
Chairman, London and Home Comtt® 
Branch, Library Association. 
ARTHUR F. RIDLEY, 


Chairman, Association of 
Libraries and Information Burcamm 


31, Museum St., 


London, W.C.1. 
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LIBRARY STOCK AND ASSISTANCE 
TO READERS: A Textbook. 


By Lionget R. McCorvin (Chief Librarian, Hampstead Public Libraries; Author of 
“How to Find Out,” “ How to Use Books,” “ The Theory of Book Seleétion,” etc.). 
and EarcR. McCotvin (Librarian, The Polytechnic, London; Author of“ Painting : 

. a Guide to the Best Books”). Demy 8vo. Cloth. 256 pp. ros. 6d. net. 


of Work. 
rom 1938 onwards all students for the Associationship and Fellowship 
ofthe Library Association wil be required to ase an examination in "Library 
Stock and Assistance to Readers.” This subje& is new to the Library 
Association’s Syllabus and, as the ground to be covered is considerable and 
ill-defined, @udents and tutors alike will welcome this systematic pect A. 
two well-known librarians who have both had considerable experience in 
reference library work. 

It cannot be denied that this branch of librarianship is of the utmost 

who work in libraries should have a sound general knowledge of the mos 
useful reference books and be in a position to help enquirers and readers. 

This book, though intended primarily as a textbook for the L.A. 
examination, should, accion, be & value to all librarians and assistants. 

The authors will treat the subject in a stri€tly practical manner, and the 
exercises and questions given with each chapter are an intrinsic feature. No 
book of this can pretend to be comprehensive but the authors will deal 
thoroughly with all main types of library material. Few items will be men- 
tioned which should not be found in the stock of any good library, small or 
large. Consequently the book is, incidentally, a sele& bibliography of essential 
frock. Its chief purpose, however, is to ensure that the student, by actually 
using the material in his own library, shall gradually acquire that personal 
knowledge of the “‘ insides” of books and thet grasp oe —— of 
assisting readers without which he cannot be a well qualified librarian. 


Contents. 


Part I.—Material. 22 
(1) The Book—its parts and methods of 33 


arrangement. Other 
Dire@ories. Important and books on 
special subjects Leading 


i@tionaries—General and English. Sock’ 
Part IT.—Metbods. 
(33) The of catalogues and biblio- 
3 use 
graphies. 
(34) Recording and filing enquiries and 
information. 
“ Extra-mural” reference resources. 
Lending library—assistance to readers. 
8) Conclusions 
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